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NOTES AND DISCUSSIONS. 



REPORTS OF THE LECTURES AT THE CONCORD SCHOOL. 

[We reprint the following notice of the volume of " Concord Lec- 
tures " published last fall by Moses King, Cambridge, Mass., of whom 
copies may still be obtained at the prices named. — Ed.] 

" The Concord Lectures on Philosophy " will be issued in a short time 
from the publishing house of Moses King, at Harvard Square, in Cam- 
bridge. In 'way of co-operation of the faculty and lecturers of the Con- 
cord School of Philosophy, the book will have the benefit of all that could 
be desired. Every lecturer has revised the abstracts of his own lectures, 
and the statements of doctrine and argument are made briefly and clearly, 
so that the reader can grasp readily, without reading the full lectures, the 
peculiarities of any lecturer or of the school which he represents. One 
lecture will be printed in full — that of Professor Garman, of Amherst Col- 
lege, who is President Seelye's assistant in the department of mental and 
moral philosophy. This is a concise review of the reasoning by which 
Dr. L. P. Hickok meets the materialistic agnostics on their own ground, 
and has been approved by that veteran metaphysician. A special feature 
is made of the Emersou commemoration ; abstracts of all the papers and 
addresses will be given. All the poems read at the school — including Mr. 
Alcott's monody on Mr. Emerson, entitled " Ion," and Mr. Sanborn's open- 
ing poem — will be published in full. The volume will also contain a 
brief historical sketch of the school, with complete programmes of the 
first three years of its existence. As foot-notes to the names of the 
lecturers will be given brief biographical notices, in which the chief facts 
of the life and the writings of each one will be mentioned. Whatever 
may be the history of philosophy in this country, however much the 
Concord school may be outdone hereafter, the fact of the attempt will 
compel it to be recognized in all faithful histories in coming years, and in 
this fact will lie a part of the value of this first authorized publication 
of the proceedings. Among the lecturers whose lectures are given in 
this volume are Dr. W. T. Harris, Dr. H. K. Jones, Mr. F. B. Sanborn, 
Mr. A. Bronson Alcott, Professor John Watson, Mr. George P. Lathrop, 
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Mrs. Julia Ward Howe, Professor Charles E. Garman, Miss Elizabeth P. 
Peabody, the Rev. Dr. C. A. Bartol, the Rev. R. A. Holland, Mrs. Ednah 
D. Cheney, Mr. Rowland G. Hazard, Professor George H. Howison, and 
Mr. John Albee. 

The volume will contain nearly 200 pages, royal octavo. It will be 
printed from large-faced, new type, on fine quality of calendered paper. 
It will be bound in two styles, cloth and paper. The price per copy, post- 
paid, will be $1.75 for cloth binding, and $1.25 for paper binding. 

A good part of the edition is already subscribed for. A limited edition 
of only one thousand copies will be printed. No plates are made, and the 
type is distributed as soon as the forms are printed, so that, to make, 
certain of obtaining a copy, the order should be sent to the publisher 
without delay. 

MB. WASSON ON EVOLUTION. 

[We reprint the following very able letter by Mr. Wasson from the 
columns of "The Index" (for November 9, 1882). It is a part of a dis- 
cussion between Mr. Wasson and Mr. B. F. Underwood. — Ed.] 

My dear Sir : You say with good warrant that I am an evolutionist. 
I had said as much to you, and should have said it in " The Index," in 
order to correct some misapprehensions, had I found occasion to do so 
without coming forward for that express purpose. You have now spoken 
for me, and I am glad of it. But, so much being said, I am under obliga- 
tion to say more. For I believe in evolution without accepting as suffi- 
cient any philosophical explanation of the fact hitherto offered — an evo- 
lutionist holding out for more adequate explanations ; and I shrewdly 
suspect that the case is not much otherwise with Colonel Higginson, little 
as he may be satisfied with the system and methods of Herbert Spencer. 
But to some of your readers, with whom the fact of evolution and Mr. 
Spencer's explanation of it are one and the same, and no more to be sepa- 
rated than the fact of gravitation and the law of gravitation as discovered 
by Newton, such a declaration of position will not be intelligible. I must 
therefore try to render it intelligible, and beg leave to do so in the form 
of a letter to yourself, as if in continuance of a conversation which passed 
between us one evening, and of which I retain a pleasant recollection. 

Evolution means continuity in the process of nature, or of the known 
universe. The contrary notion is that of a natural process interrupted at 
times by obtrusions or injections of power from without, which power 
may thereafter either run in the channels of nature to give them a new 
content, or run side by side with them as a distinct supernatural current, 
or it may but briefly suspend the effect of natural law, and then be with- 



